WallBusters Advocacy Group
 WallBusters is a group for people who advocate for disability and aging issues.  Our mission is to educate and advocate for the removal of barriers to independence for seniors and people with disabilities.  Education is important because a person without a disability usually does not understand what barriers exist and how those barriers may prevent some people from living independent and successful lives.  We also advocate for the rights of people with a disability because we feel that it is our social responsibility to ensure that a person with a disability is able to access the same social benefits as any other member of our community.


Since WallBusters was formed in the spring of 2008, we have worked to remove barriers in 5 areas that affect our state and of our local community; Legislation, Transportation, Voting, UAF and public accessibility.  One example of our success was our advocacy in partnership with the Tanana Valley Fair.  For several years the WallBusters have recognized a real need for better access to the Fair for people in our community experiencing disabilities.   In 2009 and 2010 WallBusters conducted surveys to identify barriers that make it difficult for a person with a disability to access and enjoy the services, events and rides at the Fair.  As a result of this work, the Fair has now has areas on the fairgrounds paved for better access and new requirements that all vendors must be ADA compliant.  Better access is good for people, good for the fair and good for our community.
The WallBusters meet bi-monthly:

2nd and 4th Monday of the month, from 12:30pm to 2:00pm
visit us at: facebook.com/wallbusters

Wallbuster Accomplishments

By May, 2008 WallBusters had about 12 members who first worked on a name for our group.  The name, “WallBusters” was selected by the group because that is how they would like to be identified.  

The original logo idea was to depict a person in a wheelchair wearing a hardhat swinging an oversized sledgehammer at a brick wall…knocking down walls and barriers to independence.  That idea morphed into what is now the WallBuster logo; A wheelchair suspended in front of a brick wall the word “Wall” on top of the wall and “Busters” below the wall.
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We spent our first summer meetings (at that time, once a month) learning together about what advocacy is,  the difference between self-advocacy and systems advocacy, the relationship between self-assertion and self-advocacy and the  barriers to self-advocacy.  Using the ideas from these discussions, the group brainstormed to create a Mission Statement for the WallBusters:


To educate and advocate for the removal of barriers to independence for people with disabilities. 

A Timeline of WallBuster Advocacy Activities

Summer 2008:  

Voter Access for people with Disabilities.

· Meetings and trainings with I vote I count

· Members of the group trained as Voter Registrars

· Touch Screen training for people with disabilities

· Primary Election survey: check access and meet with Shelly Growden to discuss what worked and what did not.

· General Election survey- met with Shelly Growden to discuss access- big success!

Winter 2008/2009

Bus Survey

· Partnered with FNSB transportation to get free bus passes

· Gathered and scheduled about 20 riders to ride at least 2 routes each

· People had a range of disabilities: Visually impaired, hearing impaired, cognitive disabilities, Physical disabilities ( 3 wheelchairs, 1 walker, 3 canes)

· Met and debriefed at 3pm at Access Alaska with FNSB Transportation Manager. Results: 

One Bus route was amended 

FNSB would look into signs on busses that were both visual and verbal. (Actually, happened in 2012)

Spring 2009 


Meetings with Borough Transportation Commission regarding transportation Access Alaska

Spring/Summer 2009 

Sent Letter to Lt Governor Parnell asking that Touch Screen machines be available at all elections

Summer 2009

Fairgrounds Access Survey 

· Survey prior to Fair opening

· Access survey during fair

· Ties with Palmer Fair to take advantage of their work with Fair access

Fall 2009

· Meet with TVF Manager regarding the Tanana Valley Fair survey

· Advocacy for students at UAF

· Meet with UAF Disability Office for insight as to how Disabilities Office is working with students.

Winter 2009/2010

WallBusters participate in City of Fairbanks Sidewalk Taskforce

Winter 2010


Ongoing UAF Advocacy

· Formed the Life Transition Planning Commission (LTPC)- A partnership consisting of WallBusters, The Access Alaska Parent Advocacy group, The UAF Disability Office, DVR and FNSB School District.  The purpose of the group is to prepare high school students to be self-advocates when transitioning from K-12 to higher education or employment.

· Attended UAA advocacy training with the goal to institute systems change at the UAF Disability Office.

· Began correspondence with the Lt. Governor to have one-touch voting machines at all State, Federal and Local Elections

Spring 2010

· Began meeting with Tanana Valley Fair reps to facilitate ADA changes for the 2010 Tanana Valley Fair

· Planned with FNSB transportation Glen Miller our idea to honor David Leone (FNSB Transportation Manager), with an appreciation plaque at David’s retirement ceremony. David has been a strong proponent of 

making public transportation accessible to people with disabilities.

Winter 2011



Assisted Tanana Valley Fair staff to acquire legislative funding 
In order to meet ADA accessibility requirements.  The 
WallBuster TVF Accessibility Survey (2009 and 2010) was used 
as a tool to demonstrate the need for changes.

Summer 2011

· 49 WallBusters and consumers participated in the WallBuster, “Ride the Bus Day”.  Groups of advocated rode 6 different bus routes and reported the findings to FNSB Transportation during a lunch meeting that same day.

· WallBusters began to hear stories of people experiencing disabilities, especially hidden disabilities, being mistreated by law enforcement.  We began talking about what was to eventually become House Bill 16 advocacy 


Summer/Fall 2011

Planned and implemented our first, “Legislative lunch” with our Interior Legislators and their staff.  The purpose of the lunch was ti educated legislators about disability issues.  The event was held in October at Access Alaska where we discussed disability issues and accessibility concerns


Summer 2012

Attended an ADA event at UAF Chancellor’s home and began 
building relationship with high level UAF staff.


Fall 2012



In October, the 3rd Legislative lunch was held at Access Alaska.


Spring 2013




WallBusters join the newly formed Fairbanks Transportation 
Partnership  to advocate for a FNSB Coordinated 
Transportation system.


Summer 2013

The Tanana Valley Fair Manager invited WallBusters to help 
celebrate the completion of the paving of the Tanana Valley 
Fairgrounds.  The WallBusters help TVF obtain funding      through 
our Fairgrounds accessibility surveys every year since 2008. At 
the invitation of the Tanana Valley Fair, WallBusters 
and Access Alaska partner to have 2 day “Paving the Way” 
disability awareness event during the Fair.

Fall 2013

· The Second annual Legislative Lunch was again held at Access Alaska and we spoke to legislators about several issues, including advocacy for training law enforcement to appropriately interact with people experiencing disabilities.   During the Lunch several WallBusters had a discussion with Rep. Thompson and His staff about hidden disability training.  Rep Thompson agreed to sponsor a bill whose purpose was to train law enforcement about disabilities and also place an identifier on an Alaska driver’s license or ID card.

· Several WallBusters attend the Transportation Summit in Juneau with other members of the Fairbanks Transportation Partnership.  4 members did a 30-minute presentation about our progress toward a coordinated 

transportation system.  

Winter 2013-2014

Representative Thompson introduces HB232, the Disability Training and ID Bill in the 28th Legislature on behalf of the WallBusters.  Several WallBusters and friends testify in legislative committees in support of the bill.  In the end the bill is too compressive and faces some opposition so the bill does not pass.


Summer 2014

· WallBusters formed a workgroup that meets weekly to revamp and stream line HB232.  Throughout the summer the group spoke with Law enforcement organizations, legislators, and the Alaska Training Cooperative to create a more effective bill.

· WallBusters continue to advocate for disabled students at UAF.  There were several meetings with UAF staff to advocate for students who are allegedly being mistreated because of their disability.  In the process 

WallBusters are forming new relationships with UAF staff.

· WallBusters explore “crowd Funding” as a way to raise money for a Portable Disability Obstacle course.  A UAF engineer has offered to have his Engineering class design the course as part of their class work. 

· WallBusters help celebrate the 2nd annual 2- day Paving the Way Disability Awareness celebration during the Tanana Valley Fair.


Fall 2014

The 4th annual Legislative Luncheon, now called the “Food For Thought” Lunch, was held at the LIO conference room where more 
legislators and staff attended.

Winter 2014/15


Representative Thompson introduced HB77 the modified
 HN232) into the 29th Legislature.  The Disability Training and 
ID bill passed through 2 House committees and is passed.  In 
the Senate, Hb77 passed 2 committees and is stalled in Senate 
Rules Committee.  The bill dies in Senate rules because of 
political maneuvering. 

Spring/Summer 2015

WallBusters HB77 workgroup continued to work toward the 
passage of HB77.  A part of the bill was moved to be 

addressed n regulations.  Our group worked with Law 
enforcement and Alaska Police Standards office to advocate 
for an 8-hour, standardized disability awareness training at the 
academy level.  HB 77 is being written to include more specific 
language to address regulations and to tie in with ADA Title II. 

hold the 4th annual Paving 

the Way Celebration at the Tanana Valley Fairground

Summer 2016

WallBusters in partnership with Access Alaska hold the 3rd annual Paving the Way Celebration at the Tanana Valley Fairgrounds.  This was a special time as it was the 25th anniversary celebration of the ADA

Fall 2016

· WallBusters continue to meet and work with Rep. Thompson’s Office for the passage of The Disability Training and ID Bill.  The group contacts Sen. Giessel’s office.  Sen Giessel agrees to sponsor the Disability Training and ID bill in the Senate.

· the Fairbanks Transportation Partnership group changes its name to Fairbanks Mobility coalition.  The group is now longer partnered with the AMC and now longer has a VISTA volunteer.  WallBusters still work with the group in hopes of resolving transportation issues in the community, especially an accessible taxi.

· Several WallBusters join a small team of individuals to advocate For Mental health service accessibility in Fairbanks.  Heidi Frost helps facilitate the group.

Winter/Spring 2016/2017

The Disability Training and ID Bill is introduced in the House as 
HB16 and In the Senate as SB42.HB16 is the first bill passed out 
of the House in the 30th Legislature.  Although is passes 2 
committees in the Senate, it is stalled in Senate Rules 
Committee but negotiating combines it with a National ID bill 
at the last minute.  HB16 passes and is signed into law on May 
19, 2017.


Spring/Summer 2017

Several WallBusters join a SILC committee focused on accessible voting.
WallBuster Goals and Priorities 
Transportation 

1. Accessible Taxi Services 

2. Ensuring FNSB has an effective Coordinated Transportation Plan 

3. Expanding FNSB Public Transportation system to make it more accessible, affordable and efficient.

UAF and Disability Education 

1. Continue to advocate for the removal of educational barriers at UAF

2. Educate UAF students and staff about disability issues. 

3. Training  high school students experiencing disabilities to be self-advocate when transitioning from K-12 to higher education or employment.

Legislative

1. Educate Legislators by holding the Food For Thought Legislative lunch annually

2. Monitoring Alaska legislation in order to support or defeat issues that affect seniors and people experiencing disabilities.

2. Recruit disability “champions” from  our local, state


      and Federal elected officials.

Accessible Voting

1. Work in partnership with the SILC to remove barriers that prevent people with disabilities their right to vote.

2. Advocate for Touch Screen machines at all elections

3. Advocate for more understandable election information, such as clear and comprehensible language in election pamphlets.

Tanana Valley Fair

1. Continue to advocate for the removal of access barriers to access at the Tanana Valley Fairgrounds.



2. Continue to advocate for and participate in the annual ADA event at the Tanana Valley Fair.
Funding


Explore and implement funding opportunities for WallBuster projects.

Back Burner Goals
· Bus Stop accessibility.

· Winter sidewalk snow removal

· Create a video and power point that informs the public about disabilities 
using people with different disabilities. 

· Create a WallBuster Newsletter

· Establish an Education Committee

· Continue law enforcement training and awareness advocacy

· Educate the public about disability issues and how to interact appropriately with PWD.


Individual WallBusters are also members of or involved in following Organizations:

· FNSB Transportation Advisory Commission

· Statewide Independent Living Council

· Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education

· Alaska Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired

· Key Coalition

· Alaska Peer Power
· Alaska Vocational Rehabilitation Assistive Technology 

      Subcommittee.

· National Federation of the Blind of Alaska

· FMATS Non-Motorized Transportation Advisory Board

· FNSB Fairbanks Mobility Coalition
· FNSB Senior Citizens Advisory Commission

· City of Fairbanks Diversity Council

· Fairbanks Senior Center

